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mobility such as the world had never known. Europe and
the world were stirred in this economic onslaught by dis-
tinct and opposing currents which began to make them-
selves felt in the vaciftun of despair.
On one side there was the confusion marking in-
dividualism, freedom, and the parliamentary system in
which the inaction and incapacity of France, England,
and the United States to function effectively appeared
evident.
On the other side, the instinct of self-preservation
awakened violent co-operation in favour of nationalism and
anti-individualism in Germany and Japan.
And to-day the opportunism of this new onslaught,
possessing a momentum and intensity hitherto undreamed
of and threatening to engulf mankind in a co-ordinated
barbarism, gives a new force to the problem. It reveals all
Nazi minds, in whatever country they may be, as enemies
of civilization itself.
As for democracy, one of the twentieth century's greatest
fallacies was that English parliamentarianism and American
democracy were suitable to the continent of Europe. With
the exception of Switzerland and the Scandinavian coun-
tries, such as Finland, where unique conditions allowed
democracies to work, the unhappy truth is that parlia-
mentary democracy elsewhere on the continent was a dismal
failure.
Politicians mouthed the words "sovereignty of the
people," and the voters were pleased by these continuous
implications of their own influence. But they did not
equip themselves with good government "Parliamentarian-
ism was not able to supply the people with anything. Their
governments could safeguard nothing. Whether the people
were " sovereign " or not, the parliamentary system wal-
lowed in the quagmire of expediency.
The meek of the continent have learned through ex-
perience that it is not safe to erect there, on the idea of
liberty, a system which cannot properly guarantee either
their individual and collective liberties or their lives. To
what extent this dreadful experience of the twentieth cen-
tury has dissipated all continental hope in democracy is
evident to any one who has been there as lately as I have.